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| was lucky enough to be there

| am fortunate to have seen what | have seen and | missed out on a
lot that happened before me and today the new guys are getting

No but there are always great days and fantastic catches you just
w have to fish a bit more often. Captain Greg (Muddy) Edwards

| have spent enough time to knowneers is well worth mentioning.  wouldn't be dead for quids, times
can move aside and let the new The project has uncovered many of fun and times of frustration, if
eager guys compete for the crownnames of captainsandcrewand @ 2dz R2y Q4 KI @S |
| have achieved just about every- has led to the interviews of some just have not fished enough.

thing | want to achieve in fishing of the last original remaining par- The only piece of advice | can give
(except 1000Ib Pacific blue, a 10lkicipants. to the young ones is to enjoy what
tailor from the beach, a bunch ~ The numbers of thousand pound you are doing and look after it. |
more barramundi, a few more fish weighted is building with re- don't mind the taking of a fish here
deep drop onaga, maybe a few cords and old logs revealing fasci-or there and in the early days we
more blue fin tuna and oh a few nating facts such as angler namegjidn't have much of an idea about
good seasons out of Vava'u Tong&eather conditions, bait caught conservation, even though we did
a2 LQR fA1S G2 andsomh evgn datgs whieh differbald §hiRgs that is illegal today we
recount a few times in my life that ent rigging techniques were in-  also did learn and were in the fore-
were a little silly but that was the vented. front to the protection of the reef
times. It will be fabulous when it all and the environment.

| remember climbing the back hill comes together and a real look int€airns was a place where tag and
to get to the girls in the staff quar- history will bring to reality of how release fishing was practiced while
ters at Lizard Island, paying a Ma-important marlin fishing wasto  many places were weighing every-
deira taxi driver a dollar to do Cairns and even how integral it wahking they caught. It was also the
donuts in the front drive of the  in getting the big airlines Ansett first group to embrace the Great
beautiful hotel only to find out the and TAA (Qantas was internationdarrier Reef Marine Park Authority
bill for the 5 rooms for ten days only) to run regular flights to the and assist with its creation only to
had been misplaced and | was gosugarcane town of Cairns. be penalised by their future ac-

ing to the Funchal prison if | didn'tlf you were there you are part of tions.

pay it all, turning first class into nothe history and need to get in con-History will show the marlin fisher-
class at all, and so on. tact with Ray Joyce and organise men protected the famous Cod
There was plenty of those what | copies of photos, and logs or everHole while other groups exploited
wanted to talk about was the find-what you remember of everything it and eventually destroyed it.

ings of the Pacific Marinelife Insti-to do with the marlin season in- Listen and learn from the past, you
tute in regards to the Cairns His- cluding hotels, businesses, and are part of history and history can-
tory Project. names of people you fished with. not be erased. So go fishing, sup-
¢KS FTAAKAY3I &il NI Re | keghembdt $o manp p pofd guality institutes such as The
out of Cairns and even though thegreat fishing days and the friends Billfish Foundation and Pacific
didn't get a grander until 1968 the had the privilege to fish with. Ther#arinelife Institute which are fight-
marlin that were being caught andwere ups and also downs, there ing the fights to correctly manage
the ability of the early Cairns pio- were tough times and times you our oceans.

some of the best fishing they have ever seen. Is it as good as it was?
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